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Legislative Day for Parks February 6

Calling all state park
supporters. The 2013 ses-
sion of the Missouri Gen-
eral Assembly may be the

o

best opportunity in years to &=

secure passage of a bond

issue for state facilities that §

includes funding for at
least a portion of the state

park system's huge backlog |=

of vitally needed infra-
structure repair and reha-
bilitation.

Legislative leaders, in-
cluding House Speaker
Tim Jones and Senate
President pro tem Tom
Dempsey, have indicated
that a bond issue for a state
building fund is a priority
for the session that begins
January 9. Facility needs of
higher education, mental
health, and highways are
touted, rather than state
parks, even though state
parks received about ten
percent of the Third State
Building Fund in the 1980s.

Parks may expect some
support from SJR 3, a meas-
ure already pre-filed by
Senate Appropriations
Committee Chair Kurt
Schaefer, which would au-
thorize up to $950 million in
bonds, including $40 mil-
lion for state park facilities.
But there will be major dis-
cussion and changes in both
houses before any bonding
measure is approved and

requires rehabilitation of basic infrastructure.

What You Can Do

Put February 6 on your calendar and plan now to
come to the State Capitol.

Call the office of your representative and your senator
today and make an appointment to meet with them on
February 6 (go to www.house.mo.gov or
www.senate.mo.gov or call your local public library

Contact Nonie McClammer (turtle50@embarqmail.com,
573-619-2626) or Deb Schnack (debdon49@aol.com,
573-295-6137) so you can be put on their email list to
receive further information and updates.

Persuade several friends to join you on February 6;
the more voters, the better.

Go to the MPA website (parks.missouri.org), then to
Issues&Action/Park Funding to learn more about the
issue, and expect further email updates from us as
well.

On February 6, arrive at the Truman State Office
Building Room 493 by 9am for an orientation session
(parking is tight in Jefferson City, but usually avail-
able at the Madison St. parking garage at the SE cor-
ner of Madison St. and E. Capitol Ave.).

to find your state legislators and their office numbers).

then finally submitted to a

8 vote of the citizenry for

adoption or rejection.

88 It is time for citizens from

throughout the state to
come to the capitol on the

1 same day, Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 6, to demand that
state parks are included for

| a significant portion—at

least ten percent—of any
bonding measure. Ordinary

citizens are best able to at-

test to their own love of
state parks, and speak most
effectively as constituents
to their own representatives
and senators. You can cite
the health and other benefits
parks provide for more than
17 million visitors a year,
and the tremendous contri-
bution of state parks to Mis-
souri's economy, most re-
cently estimated at more
than $1 billion a year.

You can point out that of all
the buildings and all the wa-
ter and sewer systems the
state is responsible for
maintaining, the state park
system alone accounts for
more than half of the total.
Best of all, you can attest
that you and other Missouri
citizens, who have repeat-
edly voted by more than
two to one to renew the
parks and soils sales tax—
which provides for em-
ployee salaries and other
annual operating support for

(See "Legislative Day" on Page 2)
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30th Anniversary Transition

The Missouri
Parks Association
celebrated its 30™
anniversary in Ste.
Genevieve Septem-
ber 28-30 in a well
attended gathering
that included a full
menu of field trips
and special events at
historic buildings in
addition to the usual
meetings.

The weekend
also marked a com-
plete transition in
leadership for
MPA, with four
new officers
elected to take over in 2013. Steve Nagle of St.
Louis, who retires in January from his post as direc-
tor of planning for the East-West Gateway Council
of Governments, will serve as president, while Deb
Schnack of New Bloomfield, former trail coordina-
tor and then director of planning and development
for the park division, was elected vice president.
Julie Townsend, an attorney and government affairs
director for Advance America, will become secre-
tary, and Melissa Hope of Jefferson City, with
training in finance and experience with Sierra Club
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Four MPA stalwarts who were present at the first meeting of
MPA at Montauk State Park in October 1982 join in cutting
MPA's 30" anniversary cake. L to R, John Karel, Eleanor
Hoefle, and Karen and Al Haller.
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Pat Jones was presented with the Charles Callison Award by L to R: Darwin Hindman, Booker Rucker,
Melissa Hope, Susan Flader, Deb Schnack, Nonie McClammer, Steve Nagle, and Josh Reeves.

and the Missouri Department of Health, will serve
as treasurer. The new team takes over from long-
time MPA stalwarts Susan Flader, president;
Booker Rucker, secretary; and Eleanor Hoefle,
treasurer.

Three new directors were elected: Darwin Hind-
man, who returns to the MPA board after fifteen
years as Columbia's longest-serving mayor; Nonie
McClammer, former deputy director of administra-
tion in the park division; and Josh Reeves, who
manages a small construction company in Sum-
mersville. With six other new directors elected in
2011, MPA has lots of new blood.

Pat Jones, godmother of the Katy Trail and en-
thusiast for parks, conservation, and outdoor educa-
tion, as well as a former MPA president and direc-
tor, was announced as the recipient of MPA's high-
est honor, the Charles Callison Award. The award
was presented to her during an orientation and tran-
sition gathering of new directors and incoming and
outgoing officers at her home at Prairie Fork Con-
servation Area in December.

("Legislative Day" from Page 1)

the park system—will also support a bond issue that
includes significant funding for state parks.

We can make the case, but we need to do it one
legislator at a time, on a day when virtually all legis-
lators are being visited by their own constituents
about this issue. Will you come and speak with your
own elected leaders? They listen best to those who
vote in their districts!
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Ste. Genevieve Common Field and Old Town Site

Needs Protection

Ever since the Mis-
souri Parks Association (&
first met in Ste. Gene- [
vieve in 1989, it has
been concerned about
protection of the re-
markable cultural land-
scape that is the Big
Common Field—Le
Grand Champ—the
rich agricultural land in
places nearly a mile
wide in the floodplain
of the Mississippi
River that was the
original magnet attract-
ing early French set-
tlers to cross the river
to the site of what
would be Missouri's
first and most historic
colonial settlement.
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are still evident on Google Earth.

French authorities
in 1752 divided the
rich bottom land into the tradi-
tional "long lots" derived from
Medieval France and granted the
lots to families wishing to farm on
the west side of the river. These
long lots were nearly a mile long,
extending from the river bank to
the bluff line, but were only a few
hundred feet wide. In this egalitar-
ian manner, every family had
equal access to all of the varying
soil conditions across the bottom-
land. The individual lots were not
fenced, but each family contrib-
uted a certain amount of labor each
year to maintain a perimeter fence
around the entire big field, in part
to control livestock. Although the
long lots have since been consoli-
dated into larger farm holdings,
this pattern of parallel, narrow di-
visions in the landscape—from
river to bluff—remains quite
visible from the air.

Near the river's edge, the set-
tlers laid out their house lots, some

in ranks of blocks four lots square
and some at the river end of the
owner's long lot. The houses were
built of vertical logs, most of them
with wall posts buried directly in
the ground (poteau-en-terre). The
result was a string town extending
some three miles along the river
with several clusters of houses in
blocks in the north, middle, and
southern part of the field.

Early on, it became apparent
that the Mississippi was a problem,
caving the banks and washing
away some of the lots and houses,
especially in the north—the origi-
nal town center (chef lieu)where
the commandant lived and the
church was located. Then came a
year of especially high water—
1785, L'annee des Grandes
Eaux—after which local authori-
ties decided to relocate the town
center, including the comman-
dant's residence and the church—
to approximately the midpoint of

Long lots in the big common field, wider than in the 18" century owing to agricultural consolidation,

the settled area, where a new
church was built in 1787. Some
settlers decided to rebuild on
higher ground in various places
along the bluffs, particularly at
"Petite Cotes," the high ground be-
tween the forks of Gabouri Creek.
With continued flooding, more
families made the move to higher
ground, and in 1793 Governor
Carondelet ordered the removal of
the church and the seat of govern-
ment to the Petite Cotes, the "little
hills" northwest of the big com-
mon field. More than thirty of the
vertical log houses the settlers
built there at Nouvelle Ste. Gene-
vieve, most of them on stone foun-
dations or sills, still stand to this
day, the largest concentration of
such survivals any place in North
America.

Fast-forward nearly 200 years
to 1973, another big flood year.
When the waters receded they re-
vealed bits of brick, ceramic, and

(See "'Ste Genevieve" on Page 4)
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(""Ste. Genevieve'" from Page 3)

other artifacts near the downstream
end of the common field. F. Terry
Norris, archaeologist for the Corps
of Engineers St. Louis District, and
others undertook a series of surface
investigations (the landowner did
not allow excavation) that eventu-
ally substantiated ten 18" century
artifact concentrations suggestive
of likely house sites in an area of
about 38 acres just inside an agri-
cultural levee that had been built
some decades previous.

His curiosity piqued, Norris
did substantial analysis of channel
changes of the Mississippi River
since the 18" century and deter-
mined that the small 38-acre tract
was almost certainly the only seg-
ment of the original three-mile
string of 18™ century houses that
had not been completely obliterated
by the river. Comparison with his-
toric 18™ century maps and with
maps produced independently by
David Denman for a University of
Missouri multidisciplinary team
studying French colonial land
transactions and related documents
suggested that the tract matched an
area in the south-central portion of
the common field where house lots
were located. This stunning dis-

covery of a portion of old
Ste. Genevieve reversed the
previous consensus that no
vestiges of the original
town remained.

But even as the original
town site was in process of
being documented, eco-
nomic leaders of Ste. Gene-
vieve and Perry counties
and officials of the South-
east Missouri Regional
Planning and Economic
Development Commission
were seeking potential sites
for a new harbor and port
on the Mississippi River.
By 1983 they had created a
New Bourbon Regional
Port Authority and appar-
ently settled on a site
straight out across the big
common field from the his-
toric bluff-top community
of New Bourbon, about
three miles south of new
Ste. Genevieve. In an un-
dated environmental as-
sessment, the site was de-

scribed as an already operating
sand and materials inbound transfer
facility with twenty acres on the
riverside of an agricultural levee
and a potential industrial site of 105

acres behind the levee.
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This 1793 map depicts the location of old Ste. Gene-
vieve. The surviving 38-acre archaeological site of the
town is near the Ste. Genevieve label on the right side
of the map. Mont Genereux is New Bourbon.

When MPA met in Ste. Gene-
vieve in 1989, it expressed concern
about the proposed port's possible
impact on the old town site, and
urged its acquisition as part of the
state historic site in Ste. Genevieve
as well as protec-

This diorama of new Ste. Genevieve as of 1838 is on display in the Beauvais-Amoureux house.

tion of the cultural
landscape of the
common field.
(Another MPA rec-
ommendation, the
acquisition of a
French colonial
vertical log struc-
ture for the state
historic site, was
satisfied in the
wake of the big
flood of 1993,
when two such
structures, the
Beauvais-
Amoureux and
Delassus-Kern
houses, were do-
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nated to the park system.) Several years later the Ar-  Authority of New Bourbon.
chaeological Conservancy, a national non-profit that
acquires endangered archaeological sites, apparently
inquired regarding potential purchase of the old town
site, but the owner was not interested in selling.
MPA met in Ste. Genevieve again in 1999 and again
urged state park acquisition of the old town site and
vigilant protection of the big common field—
protection that was even more vital to the state now
that this archaeological site and cultural landscape of
surpassing national and international significance
were in the viewsheds of the state's new historic
structures.

There is no doubt that Ste. Genevievians appreci-
ate the remarkable tangible survivals of their extraor-
dinary history. Numerous individuals in the commu-
nity have been extremely generous with their time,
effort and personal resources in restoring and main-
taining their homes and other historic structures and
sharing them with the public. Although the commu-
nity in the past has generally not favored National
Park Service involvement, it now seems highly sup-
portive of an NPS presence in the town as an impri-
matur of the community's significance that may help
attract more visitation from afar.

As it happened, there were inadequate funds for
development of the New Bourbon Port, so activity
there remained at low ebb for more than two decades.
But during the severe economic downturn of 2009,
the New Bourbon Port Authority received major eco-
nomic stimulus funds from the Economic Develop-
ment Administration of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce that enabled it to commence construction of
the $6 million project.

The historic preservation movement began in the
preservation of historic houses; an appreciation for
the historic significance of cultural landscapes is a
more recent phenomenon. The remarkable survival
of le grand champ, in nearly unaltered condition, is
one of Missouri's more remarkable preservation sto-
ries. That "the big field" includes also a small por-
tion—undisturbed—of the original riverside site of
old Ste. Genevieve makes it all the more significant.

Construction was well underway when MPA re- That the "old town" is beyond the protection of new
turned to Ste. Genevieve in September 2012 for its Ste. Genevieve's preservation ordinances, that the
30™ anniversary celebration. MPA for the third time  bulk of the common field is in private ownership, and
urged more attention to the Big Common Field and that a sizeable industrial enterprise is being con-
especially to the old town site, and specifically asked  structed very close by makes it even more important
the Division of State Parks, the Missouri State His- that all interested parties work together to find a fair
toric Preservation Office, the National Park Service, balance that allows appropriate economic develop-
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to closely ment that is consistent with the preservation of Ste.
monitor the development of the port facility and en- Genevieve's priceless historic legacy.

sure that the common field and the old town site
would not be encroached
upon by further development.

By this time the National
Park Service was also well
along in a congressionally
mandated study of the feasi-
bility of NPS involvement in
Ste. Genevieve. Though the

Study has not yet been re- : U.S.DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE El:\:\r.mwn: DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

leased, it was clear during a " In partnership with

g;rSkShoffg ”11 AlllguSt that . New Bourhon Regional Port Authority
staff c’ear’y recogtize PUTTING AMERICA TO WORK

the surpassing historical sig-
nificance of Ste. Genevieve
and of the cultural landscape
of the big common field.

NPS officials, in fact, seemed
startled to learn of construc-
tion of the new port next to
the old town site—which,
they learned, had recently
been acquired by the Port

Barack Obama,) President of the United States

The sign for the new port stands on the corner of the 38-acre Old Town site.
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Park Briefs

Trails of Missouri State Parks is a new 422-page
spiral bound book with detailed descriptions of 230
trails in the state park system, complete with maps.
Order your copy today from mostateparks.com/shop/
TrailBook.htm.

Rock Bridge State Park. A proposed new subdi-
vision, Parkside Estates, adjoining the park is raising
questions about the density of development (54 sin-
gle-family homes and 22 duplexes on 35 acres) and

Descendants visit the site of the battle (on private land) following dedication of the new Battle
of Island Mound State Historic Site October 27.
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impacts on water quality and wildlife in an area
known for karst topography, losing streams, and
miles of caves. It is set for a public hearing January
10 before the Columbia Planning and Zoning Com-

The Boonville Bridge comes up for a vote Janu-
ary 7 in the Boonville City Council on an agreement
transferring ownership from Union Pacific Railroad
to the city. The city is in line for a federal transporta-

tion grant of more than
$400,000 and Save the
Katy Bridge Coalition
has raised another
$400,000 for the first
phase of a project to
restore the historic
bridge with its 408-
foot lift span and make
it part of Katy Trail
State Park.

: State Park Youth

Corps. Successful
marketing by the Con-
servation Federation
of $1 million in
Neighborhood Assis-
tance Program tax

| credits has positioned

state parks for another
great year with the

| popular youth corps

program in 2013.



